This concurs with a suggestion that Polycera hedgpethi is found more commonly in winter months , although records show it can occur in warmer months as well (Poddubetskaia 2003; Harasti 2004; pers. obs. Melbourne) .
Surprisingly to date, there is no information about larval stages and thus potential natural dispersal of this species. Gosliner (1982) briefly mentions white egg ribbons found alongside specimens in South Africa. One individual collected from North Haven also laid an upright, slightly outward-sloping, white spiralled egg mass in the laboratory ( Figure 1B,C) . Measurements by the author on uncleaved eggs determined that each cell had a mean diameter of 69±4 pm (n=20). According to comparisons of egg size and developmental strategies (Thompson 1967; Hadfield and Switzer-Ounlap 1984; Rose 1985) , this size is congruent with a planktotrophic strategy. Clearly P. hedgpethi possesses swimming larvae, capable of long-distance dispersal. Sydney Harbour in 1999, and additional recent records exist on the Sea Slug Forum for both Sydney Harbour ) and southern SW (Harasti 2004) .
Polycera hedgpethi in Australia

Victoria
Similar port surveys have targeted introduced species in Victoria (Hastings, Portland, Geelong, Melbourne, Western Port) Parry et al. 1997; Currie et al. 1998; Parry and Cohen 2001 ) but these did not detect any specimens of Poly cera hedgpethi.
Numerous specimens have been found in the Port of Melbourne, Port Phillip Bay, Victoria, since that survey was carried out, with the majority of observations occurring at Altona pier (E. Bone, pers. comm.). A post-survey record also occurs at Cunningham pier, Corio Bay, Geelong (SAM 019297). Hewitt et al. (2004) list P. hedgpethi as present in Port Phillip Bay, but incorrectly cite Burn (1989) as the source of the observation; the species is not mentioned in this account.
Other locations
An additional 29 surveyed ports in WA, SA, TAS, QLD and T listed in the ational Port Survey database (C Sliwa pers. comm.) did not detect Polycera hedgpethi. These included the major ports of Fremantle, Adelaide, Hobart, Brisbane and Darwin, and a range of regional ports throughout.
The results for Karumba (Neil et al. 2001) , Darwin (Russell and Hewitt 2000) and Gove (Neil et al. 2003 ) are published, but many are still pending public release. The majority of these surveys were carried out using the Australian Ballast Water Management Advisory Council (ABWMAC) recommendations on target species, which list P.
hedgpethi as a known exotic in its Schedule of Introduced Species (Schedule 3) (Russell and Hewitt 2000) .
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